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9 March 1956

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director /Intelligence

ATTENTION: Chief, Field Coordination Sitaff

FROM: Assistant Director for Basic Intelligence
SUBJECT:  Area Famillarisation Travel to the U.8.5. R,
REFERENCE: Memorandum from DCl, Foreign Travel

Under Area Familiarization and Survey
Programs' dated 26 March 1955

i. This Office desires an examination of the possibility of
sending 8 DD/I regional specialist to the U.5.5. R, under the area
familiarisation program set forth in the reference DCI memorandun:,
If there is agreement in principle to this ares faniliarization travel,
the Uffice of Basic Intalligence proposes 1) to budget for an arasa
farsiliarisation trip to the U.5.5.R. in Fiscal Year 1957 and 2)
to submit at the appropriate time a travel memorsadum for such
travel in sceordance with established procedures.

2. The Cffice of Basic Intelligence is responsiile for the
substantive editing and processing of the National Intelligence Survey
snd the publishing thereof and is organined into three Divisions, one
of which is the Regional Division. The functions of the Regioaal
Division are to review for regional accuracy and adequacy all
material submitted by the sgencies contributing to the NI5 Frogram
and to maintain surveillance over situations and conditions of basic
intelligence significance in foreign countries. To accomplish this,
the Regional Division includes five ragional specialists, each
respoasible for discharging the divisional functions with respect
1o a major area of the world.

3, In January 1956, the Western Eurcpe specialist was sent
on a two-month visit to Spain, France, Western Cermany, Austris,
and Italy for area familiarisation purposes. It is conterplated that
each specialist will, in time, be sent to his region of responsibility.
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We believe thess visits are of great value to the regional specialists,
and to the Agency, in enabling ther: to round out their knowledgs of
their aress by personal contact with individuals and conditicns in
those areas. In wost cases, the specialist will be renewing an
scquaintance with the area aiready established by previcus travel.

In the instance of the U.E.5,R., however, the regional specialist

in OBl has never visited the cowuntry, although he has & strong bLack-
ground and knowledge of the country based upon loag-term study,
rncurch. and professional ssseciation with the ga:bject.

a The teuawing considerations in outline travel mumorandam
form ure presented for their bearing on the travel proposed 1n para«
graph 1. Appreval ia principle would trigger the preparation of de-
tailed arraageniants affecting particoiars, such as cover, with the
appmprim aommenu of the Agency.

. L &. Jacuusz » mhgam -~ The individual has served as
ihe GBI’ regional specialist for the foviei Union and the SovBloc for
the past two years., Academicaily, he prepared hlinself at Syracuse
University and Colunibia Universiiy and kas compieied, with the ex~
ception of a disvertation, all work toward 8 Doctorate of Fhilosopay
in econemic gecgraphy, specializing in the U.5.5. R, ks Las @
reading kaowl of the lapgupgs snd some facility in the spoken
langusge. Hie nﬂ,y work isvelyss the comprshensive reviaw of
wipauscriptd on all tapica on the Saviet Union and iis satallites.

He {8 the oply GBS vegionsl tpechliaz wio his net had compyehensive
residential expecience in sne or more major countries in his area of
rﬂgommn)ty, sugh residential experience is highly desirable in his

h. 4 yieg kit ,;_” To guserve, lrizhin the mmm; iuhoroat
in traval in the S0y et Univn, tha socmiagim, ecopinic, sud political
conditions and Mhﬁﬁl}y ¢ snd (ragaiportation coadiions in
tbt‘ ﬂ :’-’v’o ;’o R

c. Feriod of teip ~- Approxisr ately 60 days {exclusive of
travel time) in the period between April and June 1957,
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ST T 0o yhpited -~ Moacew, jueningrad, .
snd Kharkov,, Banes for gych 12avel as would

" b r i ,“n
be permiti f.u «ﬁurro ng ragiogs. 13 is beliaved thet a
vigit to ifis soviet Uniom wodld be of great piofit to the indlvidusi
ireumstances preciuded extensive travel cu'side the
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d. Main points to be visited -- Moascow, Leningrad,

and Kharkov; these points to be bases for such travel as would
be perinitted into the surrouading regions, It is believed thats
visit to the Soviet Union would be of great profit to the individual
even if circumstancee precluded extensive travel outside the
metropolitan areas.
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